



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Honorable William R. Keating
315 Cannon House Office Bldg.	
Washington, DC 20515		
	
Dear Representative Keating:

We write today in support of the Town of Chatham’s request for a legislative remedy to reverse the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) unsubstantiated claim over the open waters and seabed to the west of Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) implemented as part of the recently adopted Comprehensive Conservation Plan.  

The Refuge, and the waters that surround it, are some of the Cape’s most valuable natural resources.  For decades residents, and visitors alike, have utilized Monomoy and the surrounding waters for fishing, shellfishing, swimming, boating, birding, and other recreational pursuits.  These historic and traditional uses are now threatened by the federal government’s claim that the open waters and seabed to the west of Monomoy Island are part of the Refuge and subject to restrictions determined by the Service.  

The Refuge boundary dispute with the Service is not about stewardship of the area’s natural resources.  The Town of Chatham and the Commonwealth have spent millions of dollars over decades ensuring the areas fisheries and shellfish resources are sustainably managed and endangered species protected.  The Town and Commonwealth have much greater capacity to monitor and enforce rules and regulations necessary to ensure long-term management, especially on the open waters.   The proposed legislation would permanently resolve this dispute and eliminate any possibility of the issue arising in future Refuge management plan revisions. 

We ask that you demonstrate your support for the Town of Chatham and the Commonwealth by introducing and supporting legislation clarifying the Refuge’s western boundary.  

						Sincerely,






cc:	Chatham Board of Selectmen
