Conservation Commission Onsite
35 Sears Rd & 87 Battlefield Rd
1-17-2012; 11AM — Notes

In attendance were Chair DeeDee Holt, Vice Chair John Geiger, Associate member Jackie Meany, Carol
Scott, David Lyttle of Ryder & Wilcox, Inc., Seth Wilkinson of Wilkinson Ecological Design, Inc., Jennifer
Exner of Wilkinson Ecological Design, Inc. and Kristin Andres, Conservation Agent. Billie Bates arrived at
noon when the meeting was ending. Bob Lear, Paul Chamberlin, Steve Kuzma, and Associate Stephanie
Hamilton were not present.

The onsite commenced at 87 Battlefield Rd. The blue flags on the trees indicated that they were trees
slated for minimal pruning. They were all numbered. The fluorescent green flags indicated coppicing.
Pink ribbons indicated removal which included the black locust trees on the south and southwest side of
the property. Jennifer pointed out that two locusts shown on the plan that were just outside the
Commission’s jurisdiction had already been removed with a flush cut.

Seth pointed out the black cherry in the field that is an example of coppicing (a photo of this plan was
included in the support materials). He described the coppicing method to manage the height of the
plant while promoting biomass. In general, he reiterated that what you see above ground mirrors what
is growing below ground. Once cut to the base there would be no pruning to the top (or ends of
branches), only the removal of the tallest leader(s) to manage the height. In this way, root growth is
stimulated as well as growth from the stump without the sacrifice of the leafing buds. Seth noted that
hedging of trees/shrubs results in stimulating growth at the top and that there is evidence that it is not a
healthy practice and may have a negative impact on the stability of a coastal bank. [He cited a case in a
Brewster violation where property owners had illegally cut a coastal bank in this manner and the
Concom required that they file an application. Upon appeal, the Concom was successful arguing the
negative impact to the bank and the property owners were required to file an NOI so that the Concom
could condition the manner in which the vegetation control was done.] The tree which was an example
of coppicing was about 10-15ft tall. Seth thought the height resulted from a cut made 3-5 years ago.

At the edge of the Commisson’s jurisdiction, there was limited shrub honeysuckle and larger areas of
healthy bay berry. Here the honeysuckle would be plucked out with equipment that would be situated
on the lawn area. The herbaceous layer would be seeded with native clump grasses such as switchgrass,
and plugs of other native plants such as milkweed, golden rod, etc. Currently on the site included
golden rod and pearly everlasting that was about 3-4 feet tall. This was the expected height for the
herbaceous layer. The existing turf grasses at the lawns edge are not expected to outcompete the
proposed native plantings.

The worst of the shrub honeysuckle infestation was southern portion of the property where it composes
40-60% of the area. Seth pointed out the natives that would be preserved, particularly the Arrowwood
Viburnum which he said has been said to provide 50% of the diets of migratory birds. The plants there
were about 10-12ft in height.



In the northeast corner of the project area, a cedar is proposed to be removed which is in the view
corridor. The tree had been previously topped. Also slated for removal is a pitch pine that is vine
covered. Three eastern red cedars are proposed to be planted. 9 Black Cherry are proposed to be
coppiced; there are 39 Black Cherries on the site.

On the way to 35 Sears Rd, Seth passed out photos of a project on Oyster Pond that included invasive
species removal, specifically phragmites removal. The photos documented before and after treatment
and showed the equipment that was used and would be used on this site. 35 Sears Rd was access from
the beach.

The removal of the Scotch broom and shrub honeysuckle would be by hand and the use of a piece of
equipment on the mowed area to pull the plants out.

Seth pointed out the existing native plants. There were alders, arrowwood viburnum, cattails.
Expectation of the height within the wetland is that the shrubs (ie) winterberry can reach 18ft as seen at
the Uncle Albert’s Drive wetland. Unfortunately, they had identified purple loosestrife at the site.
When asked about the use of biological methods, such as beetles for the loosestrife, Seth’s response is
that the use of biological methods is only a means to control and not eradicate an invasive species.

The edge of the hydric soils was flagged by Ryder & Wilcox, Inc.. The flags were observable in the field.
Mowing will be stopped at the edge of the identified wetland. Seth felt that the mowing of the area had
helped keep some of the invasives at bay. Mowing is a tool much like burning. A tool that might be
employed depending on what the management goal is.

The existing dwarf apple trees within the managed lawn area are proposed to be removed and shadbush
planted along the wild / woodland edge instead. The privet hedge around a former garden area will be
removed.

The onsite ended at approximately 12:00 noon.

Submitted by Kristin Andres, Conservation Agent



