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December 18, 2012

Mr. Gary Kassof

Bridge Program Manager
First Coast Guard District
United States Coast Guard
One South Street

Battery Park Building

New York, NY 10004-5073

RE: Response to September 26, 2012 USCG comment email
Bridge Replacement, C-07-001, Chatham, Massachusetts
Bridge Street over the Mitchell River (MassDOT Project File #603690)

Dear Mr. Kassof:

The following are responses to the September 26, 2012 e-mail from USCG, for the Chatham Mitchell
River Bridge Project.

1. I have attached plan sheet 2. The mark-ups in pink can be removed.
The mark-ups provided on sheet 2 were removed into the attached updated plan set.

2. As in prévious applications, please change all dimensions on plan sheets from feet-inches (e.g. 5' 6") to
decimal format (e.g. 5.5".
All dimensions have been updated to decimal format on all of the plans.

3. Not sure who is the project manager for the Corps on this one (I copied Karen Adams), but we would
like to have a 3-way discussion on the proposal for the existing and new submarine cables. For instance,
how do you intend to secure ends of existing cable if cut and left in place? Will ACOE have a statement
re: depth of placement of the new cable in their NWP or 404 permit? Once placement depth is confirmed,
please add an elevation depth on plan sheet 3 (of 6).
After discussions with ACOE and USCG, the existing submarine cable will be completely
removed from within the channel between the bascule pier and rest pier during construction of
those elements, or during the demolition of the existing bridge. The ACOE requires the new
submarine cable depth to be at least 4'; therefore, we have proposed the new submarine cable to
be located 5 feet below the existing channel. The new submarine cable will exist between the
bascule pier and rest pier. The elevation depth of the submarine cable has been added to sheet 3.
Dan Vasconcellos is the project manager for the ACOE, and has been sent a copy of this letter.

4. Please further explain submarine cable x, y coordinate numbers.
The x, y coordinates were changed to Northing and Easting on the plans for better clarity.

5. The existing horizontal clearance through the navigable channel is 19-feet; the proposed horizontal
clearance is 25-feet. While we accept MassDOT explanation to remove timber piles to 2-feet below
mudline for the most part, the exiting timber piles within this difference of 6-feet of HC located within the
widened channel must be removed in their entirety.

Ten Park Plaza, Suite 4160, Boston, MA 02116
Tel: 617-973-7000, TDD: 617-973-7306

Leading the Nation in Transportation Excellence www.mass.gov/massdot



A note has been added to sheet 2 that states “‘all piles located within the navigable channel shall
be completely remove by contractor.”

6. When do you expect issuance of FHWA environmental documents?
The Environmental Assessment for the project was released for public comment on November 1,
2012. The comment period ran until December 7, 2012.

7.1 am planning a site visit sometime in October (probably a Friday or a Monday). Not necessary that you
have a representative there although I will probably contact the local Harbormaster to introduce myself
and possible take some photos. Your call on attending.
MassDOT attended this meeting, and held a subsequent meeting with the DEP, ACOE, and EPA
on November 16, 2012,

Enclosed are the revised plans for your review; upon acceptance of the plans, MassDOT will mail
you three signed and stamped originals. If you have any questions regarding the submission, or if
you require additional information, please contact me, Timothy Dexter at (857) 368-8794.

Sincerely,
Timothy Dexter
Environmental Analyst

Environmental Section
MassDOT Highway Division

Attachments: Revised USCG Bridge Permit Plans

Cc:  Christopher Bisignano, USCG
Damaris Santiago, FHWA
Dan Vasconcellos, USACOE
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