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• Assessor parcels were queried for the following criteria: 
  All lots >= 0.22 acres (10,000 sf.)
• The following Property Assessment Classification Codes 
   were used to determine vacant land: 130 – Developable Land, 
   131 – Potentially Developable Land, 132 – Undevelopable Land. 
• Parcels that were assigned these codes within the Chatham 
   Assessors’ database and also contained 10,000 sf. or greater 
   were identified. In order to eliminate vacant lots that would be 
   considered unbuildable, the following steps were taken:
1. MassGIS wetland layer was overlaid onto the parcels. The 
    approximate buildable upland was calculated by subtracting
    the area within the parcel taken up by wetland from the total 
    area of that parcel. Vacant parcels that contained less than 
    10,000 sf of buildable upland were removed.
2. FEMA Floodplain layer provided by MassGIS was overlaid 
    onto parcels. Vacant parcels located within the floodplain were 
    removed.
3. The current zoning layer was overlaid onto the parcels. 
    Vacant parcels that contained the requisite area for each zoning 
    district were removed leaving only the vacant nonconforming lots. 

Zoning Analysis Methodology
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