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MINUTES  December 28, 2011

 The Annex  261 George Ryder Road

4:00 PM Work Session & Continued Hearings 


Present: Chairperson DeeDeeHolt, Paul Chamberlin, Carol Scott, Steve Kuzma, John Geiger, Billie Bates, Associate Members Stephanie Hamilton and Jackie Meaney, Conservation Agent Kristin Andres and Secretary Mary Fougere. 

Absent: Commissioner Bob Lear

The Chair announced that the meeting was being audio taped; when queried, the audience member would not be audio-taping the session.  

102 Cedar Street, Botein: The property owner was present in response to a letter dated December 2, 2011 informing Mr. Botein that coastal bank vegetation had been cut on his property without benefit of a wetlands permit. A copy of Chatham Wetlands Protection Bylaw, Ch 272, was attached. 
Mr. Botein stated that he is committed to compliance with all applicable laws as well as the spirit of conservation. He had responded to the Agent in a letter dated December 8, 2011. They have owned the property since July 2100 and have retained the same landscape maintenance group who had worked for many years for the previous owner of the property. Mr. Botein had instructed Sorbellos to maintain the property as they have done for the last several years. He was not aware that a wetlands permit was needed to do work on the coastal bank. It was noted that the “alteration” in resource areas includes trimming vegetation; there were no permits on file for work on the coastal bank or within the 100-ft Adjacent Upland Resource Area. Discussion ensued regarding the permitting process for work within the jurisdiction of the Commission. 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted for the following:  

· Conservation Agent to visit the site to check for presence of debris on the bank and to ascertain presence of invasives. whether the vegetation is growing back and to  assess the current view status  
·  Conservation Agent to engage Sorbello Landscaping for completion of work within a resource area without benefit of a valid wetlands permit.

· Conservation Agent will report to the Commission at the January 11, 2012 meeting   

37 Chatharbor Road Mary Jane & Frans Cramer, SE 10-2548: The hearing was re-opened for a Request to Amend an existing Order under SE 10-2548 to permit and condition as necessary site changes constructed without benefit of review at 37 Chatharbor Road,. No one was present to represent the applicant. 

Documents for Review:

· .Site Plan dated 10/19/2011 revised 12/28/2011 
· All other documents submitted to file to date
The revised plan shows the area of mitigation for the expansion of the house plus the mitigation area for the additional hardscape in the No-Disturb Zone to top of the Coastal Bank. 

Ms Andres verified that the current planting is sufficient. Discussion ensued regarding the addition of permanent markers to delineate the mitigation areas in perpetuity.  
It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to close the hearing. 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the Clark Engineering LLC plan as noted above. A few additional Special Conditions were written at the table.  An Order of Conditions was signed.
87 Aunt Nabby’s Lane, Lebovits, SE 10-2746: Additional Special Conditions were drafted at the table. It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the J M O’Reilly & Associates plan dated 8/23/2011 revised 12/21/2011. An Order of Condition was signed.     

37 Holway St, 37 Holway St Realty Trust, SE 10-2752: A draft Order of Conditions was reviewed. It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the Ryder & Wilcox site plan dated 8/23/2011 revised 12/21/2011 with Planting Mitigation sketch attached for renovations and an addition  at 37 Holway St. An Order of Conditions  was signed. 
67 Barcliff Ave, Roskey, SE 10-2768: Draft Orders of Conditions were reviewed. It was moved and seconded to approve the Wilkinson Ecological Design plan dated 11/8/2011 revised 12/13/2011 and the Land Management Plan dated November 8, 2011 for invasive vegetation control and planting at 67 Barcliff Avenue. Discussion followed regarding including the planting of trees.   The vote was5- in favor of the motion, 1 opposed. 
7 Cow Yard Lane, Flanagan, SE 10-2765: A draft Order of Conditions was reviewed. It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the Clark Engineering LLC plan dated 10/14/2011, the Hawk Design landscape plan dated 12/13/2011 and the Wilkinson Ecological Design plan dated 10/14/2011 revised 12/13/2011 for the demolition and reconstruction of a dwelling with new driveway and septic system at 7 Cow Yard Lane. Commissioner Chamberlin asked the Commissioners to approve the removal of two additional trees he felt had no canopy value and were diseased. The Commission felt the trees should remain as there is no definitive time how long they will last. An Order of Conditions was signed. 
311 Seapine Road, Atalanta Nominee Trust, SE 10-2764: A draft Order of Conditions was reviewed.  It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the Ryder & Wilcox, Inc site plan dated 10/31/2011 revised 11/30/2011 and  Ryder & Wilcox, inc Planting Mitigation plan dated 11/30/2011 construction of an addition and expansion of a deck at 311 Seapine Road. An Order of Conditions was signed.  
Conservation  Restrictions: It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the Conservation Restriction documents for the following properties:
· McCoy Tree Farm 

· Valley Farm Conservation Area
· Cedar Street Conservation Area

· Main Street/Lime Hill, formerly property belonging to Edson family, aka Minot Acres

· Star Bog (Stephen St)

The Commissioners signed the Conservation restriction documents for the properties.  

Proposed changes-Bylaw & Regulations: The Commissioners agreed that there are some areas in the current Wetlands Bylaw and Regulations that should be reviewed and possibly updated. Commissioner Chamberlin cautioned should the Commission found it useful to be more specific with definition, it may rob the Commission of flexibility when applying the regulations to specific projects. In this sense, it may be wise to be less specific and not define every aspect of the bylaw. 

The bylaws and practices of other towns on the Cape will be reviewed. 

Discussion ensued on the areas that currently need consideration. It was noted that Terry Eldredge has expressed interest in helping with the bylaw review. 

The following subject areas of the bylaw will be reviewed with an eye towards change immediately: 

· Inland Bank & its delineation –Commissioner Geiger noted that the presentation on turtles on the Cape convinced him of the importance of Inland Banks to ponds and rivers

· Consideration of the current  Conservation Checklist- although not part of the regulations, Commissioner Kuzma would like staking of trees to be removed and photographs added to the checklist completed by the applicants prior to submitting filings
It was moved, seconded and voted t o continue the discussion on bylaw change to January 11, 2012.        

Long Range Comprehensive Plan Status Report: The Commissioners were in receipt of a checklist provided by The Selectmen as they review the progress by various committees toward meeting the goals of The Comprehensive Plan. The deadline for completion of the assessment is January 17, 2011. 

Commissioners will deliver their notes and comments to the Agent As soon as possible so that Ms Andres can compile the notes and present a draft of all comments at the January 11, 2012 work session.     
 On-Site Notes: It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted, by the Commissioners who attended the on-site, to approve the on-site notes taken by The Agent at the on-site held on December 19, 2011 at 7 Cow Yard Lane
637 Main Street, previously CVS space: At the request of the Planning Board, the plan to change existing retail space at 637 Main Street was reviewed. There were no wetland issues. 
Adjourn: It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted t o adjourn the meeting at 6:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Fougere, Secretary

