

North Beach Advisory Committee

MINUTES of January 19, 2006

Permit Building, 283 George Ryder Rd

4pm


The meeting was called to order just after 4pm.  

In attendance:  Committee members Chairman Bill Hammatt, Vice Chair Roger Carroll, Kurt Hellfach, Peter Schluter, Don St. Pierre, Richard Woodward, Nancy Fulcher, Coastal Resource Director Ted Keon, and Conservation Agent Kristin Andres as acting secretary.  In the audience:  Eric Fulcher, Jef Fitzgerald, Don Harris, Fred Truelove, Donna Lumpkin, Russell Broad and Chatham Police Officer Jim Patterson.
Minutes of November 17, 2005:  The spelling of Dr. Geise's name was corrected.  A motion was made to accept the minutes as amended. The motion was seconded.  All voted aye.

Website:  Ted suggested that the North Beach Advisory committee establish a webpage on the Town's website, where among other information the minutes of the committee could be posted.

Subcommittee:  At the last meeting there was discussion about establishing a subcommittee to investigate issues regarding re-alignment of the middle road and erosion control methods.  Bill felt that one of the first actions for the subcommittee would be to contact camp owners, discuss the issues and try to organize funding, investigate engineering services and file with the Conservation Commission.  It would be important to see if any camp owners anticipated taking actions on their own.  It seemed to make sense to organize a group effort.
Projects that the subcommittee would investigate would include work on the Middle Road and to make any recommendations thereto.  Erosion control methods should also be looked into and explored. Bill asked Don St. Pierre, Roger Carroll and Peter Schluter to be on the subcommittee with Peter as the Chair.  All agreed.

The existing Order of Conditions was to be reviewed by the conservation agent and the subcommittee to see what actions might be taken under that permit.

Discussion continued, further clarifying the subcommittee's tasks.  Feasibility of sand drift fencing should be looked at, particularly at the first village.  If an appropriate sand entrapment and/or erosion control method were found, then a Notice of Intent would have to be filed which would involve engineering costs.  It was felt that perhaps funding should be explored through the solicitation of camp owners.

Mr. Broad suggested that sand drift fencing could be put around the camps and asked for a vote of support from the committee.  The response of the committee was that the subcommittee was established to investigate the appropriateness of that method and location and to make recommendations to the committee.

Traffic Control at the First Village:  It was noted that just south of Hammatt's camp the sand had built up due to snow fencing, but that it was in the area of the traveled way.  In discussion, concern was expressed as to whether the traffic would have a detrimental affect on the dune building and whether limiting traffic was possible.    Bill asked all to think about what might be done to maintain through the first village, while trying to maintain dune building.  

Mr. Truelove felt that traffic was not causing any damage to the accumulating sand in this area.  He suggested waiting and seeing if the area would continue to build up.  He offered to count vehicle traffic through the summer in an effort to gather some data and document vehicle use.  

Further discussion ensued regarding limiting vehicle access through this area.  There was some feeling that from an enforcement standpoint it would be difficult to control traffic by limiting the number of vehicles traversing that area.  It was suggested that maybe signage would result in the public's voluntary cooperation.  Perhaps signage could be posted at the gatehouse.   The Town of Orleans would likely be adverse to Chatham restricting the numbers of vehicles.
It was stated that there was anywhere from 350-375 vehicles per day on the beach in the 2005 season.

Most felt that the one way traffic pattern set up last summer was a good idea and worked well.

Dogs:  The issue of dogs on the beach was mentioned.  There is a zero tolerance for unleashed dogs on the beach.  Many lost their stickers for the year for what could be considered minor occurrences.  It was noted that the many boaters that land on the beach bring dogs and are unaware of the leash law, making enforcement a challenge.

Beach Funds:  There was a question as to where the sticker monies go in Chatham.  Jim was to find out the particulars because it was his understanding that there was a separate fund set aside that paid for all beach patrol expenses.  Mr. Harriss inquired as to whether there might be monies to help study the beach.

Non-resident fees taken in by Chatham go to Orleans.  Only resident fees stay in Chatham.  About 800 resident stickers were sold last year with only 12 self-contained sold.  Whereas 4,000 stickers are sold in Orleans.  There was a complicated reciprocal relationship with Orleans and Chatham as to who pays for what and supplies what services.

Conditions of the Beach at Potchet:  Officer Patterson reported about the washover at Potchet and that there was a high potential for a plover nesting site.  If that were the case, all vehicle access, including access to private camps, may be shut off according to his discussions with the Orleans Park Commission.
Pleasant Bay Alliance (PBA):  Bill reported that he had attended a workgroup meeting of the Pleasant Bay Alliance.  The PBA workgroup was working on the issue of developing guidelines for potential docks on North Beach, noting that there is no specific prohibition.  The potential for siting a dock(s) and the permit process had been discussed.  It was expected that beyond local review of such a structure, there would be another layer of permitting by the Cape Cod National Seashore.  

The committee was asked to consider and discuss the topic.  The PBA workgroup was interested in receiving input from the NBAC and the camp owners in any manner to assist the workgroup in its analysis and development of guidelines.  Mr. Fitzgerald submitted that any dock would obviously impede vehicle access on the bayside.  This was an example of the comments that the PBA workgroup was looking for.
NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, March 16th at 4pm.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 5:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristin Andres, Conservation Agent


Page 1 of 3

