October 24, 2007

Laurie Burt, Commissioner

Department of Environmental Protection
1 Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

Re: Approval of Pleasant Bay System TMDLs for Total Nitrogen
Dear Commissioner Burt:

Thank you for your submission of the TMDL analysis for Pleasant Bay estuaries. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the document entitled
“Pleasant Bay System Total Maximum Daily Loads For Total Nitrogen” (Report #96-
TMDL-12, Control #244.0). It is my pleasure to approve the 19 (16 Total Nitrogen and 3
Pollution Prevention) TMDLs addressed by this submission. EPA has determined, as set
forth in the enclosed review document, that these TMDLs meet the requirements of
Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and EPA’s implementing regulations at 40
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) part 130.

We commend your efforts to include waterbodies that were identified as impaired by
nutrients but not yet placed on the State’s impaired waters list. Early intervention will
help restore water quality and help prevent further degradation of these 12 waterbody
segments. We also commend your efforts to use new and updated information to revise
the TMDLs for six segments previously approved by EPA.

My staff and I look forward to continued cooperation with the MassDEP in exercising
our shared responsibility of implementing the requirements under Section 303(d) of the
CWA.



If you have any questions regarding this approval, please contact Steve Silva at (617)
918-1561 or have your staff contact Mary Garren at (617) 918-1322, Mike Hill at (617)
918-1398, or Beth Edwards at (617) 918-1840.

Sincerely,
/s/

Stephen S. Perkins, Director
Office of Ecosystem Protection

Enclosure

cc: Gary Moran
Brian Dudley
Dennis Dunn
Steve Halterman
Mike Ackerman
Stephen Silva
Mary Garren
Mike Hill
Beth Edwards
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