Wetlands. 4-17-09

It was another blustery day, typical of winter in Chatham, and | was having lunch with another
Chathamite at a local establishment known for lively conversation. Bob, was thinking about Spring and

IM

how he wanted to improve the “curb appeal” of his lot. [I’'m thinking burger or fish sandwich.] Bob has
about an acre adjacent to town conservation land. “Ya know, | think I'll just fill that ‘swamp’ between
the road and the house”. Suddenly I’'m listening—and order the fish sandwich. So the conversation

begins:

Me: Bob, you’ll need 100,000 yards of fill (ok, an exaggeration), and you'll kill the trees, shrubs, and
everything else growing and living in there.

Bob: Yes, exactly, but I'll plant some really nice stuff and extend the lawn.
Me: Bob, ya know, you might have a little wetland there. And it’s important to local habitat.
Bob: Yes, my habitat, and | need to fix it.

Me: Did you know that wetlands on the Cape, and for that matter all over Massachusetts, are protected
habitats for animals that aren’t us. | mean they’re home to many creatures who can’t live anywhere else
and, frankly, who have to depend upon us to preserve their environments.

Bob: Well, they could move next door into the conservation land.

Me: Bob, look at it this way, you are one of the lucky property owners who has a habitat that many
people would travel miles to see. You might provide home to tree frogs, turtles, insect-eating plants,
and wildflowers. Also, remember that turkey you were so unbearably excited about? He may have
stopped by because of that “swamp”. And the deer and fox. Not to mention all the birds you love to
watch. Besides, 100,000 yards of loam ain’t cheap.

Bob: Hmmm. I’'m thinking the grandkids might really love that swamp. So how do | find out if it is an
important habitat?

Me: Call the Conservation Commission at 945-5164. How’s the burger?

The Conservation Commission wants to see Chatham property owners proceed with their projects while
protecting the valuable wetland resources that benefit all of Chatham.



