
Inspecting your oi l  tank 

1.   Are the tank legs stable, straight 
and strong or  on a shaky foundat ion?
2.   Are there any signs of  rust , weep-
ing, wet spots or dents on the tank?
3.   Is the tank blackened at the low 
end, around the drain? (This may be 
an indicat ion of water in the tank, 
and resul tant corrosion inside the 
tank.
4.   Are there any 
dr ips or s igns of 
l e a k a g e a r o u n d 
the fuel l ine, f i l ter 
or  valves?
5.   Is there danger 
of snow  or ice fa l-
l ing on the tank?
6.   Is the vent 
c l o g g e d o r r e-
s t r i c ted because 
of snow, ice or in-
s e c t n e s t s ? 
(Sc reened ven t s 
can help prevent 
i n s e c t n e s t 
problems.)   
7.   Is the vent whist le s i lent when the 
tank is being f i l led?   (Ask the fuel 
del ivery person.)
8.   Are there s igns of  leakage or 
spi l ls around the f i l l p ipe or vent 
pipe?
9.   Is the fuel- level gauge cracked, 
stuck or f rozen?   Are there s igns of 
o i l  around i t?
10. I f  mounted outdoors, is the tank 
rated for outdoor use?
11. What is the age of the tank?  (Not 
usual ly indicated unt i l  af ter  1998.)

New or replacement oi l  
tank regulations

Chatham requires use of a “double 
wal led tank” for a l l new  and replace-
ment instal lat ions. These double 
wal led tanks are essent ia l ly a tank 
wi th in a tank and offer greater pro-
tect ion f rom fuel o i l loss into the soi l 
and ground water.

A permit must be ob-
tained by your oi l 
b u r n e r t e c h n i c i a n 
pr ior to the instal la-
t ion of  a new  or re-
placement tank.

A permit is a lso re-
quired for the removal  
of a fuel tank. Horror 
stor ies appear regu-
la r ly in the news 
a b o u t f u e l b e i n g 
pumped into a base-
ment af ter a tank has 
been removed.

The tank must be cleaned of waste 
fuel and sludge and removed to a 
disposal yard.  The tank yard must 
provide a receipt to the f i re depart-
ment.

Contact your fuel o i l company, heat-
ing contractor or the Chatham Fire 
Department (508)945-2324 i f you 
have more quest ions.
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